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J. Lohr owns 3,000 acres of California Vineyards including 2000 

acres in the Paso Robles region where they have now added a 

state-of-the-art 756 kW single axis tracking solar PV system. 

4,320 modules were installed on ground-mounted arrays which 

track the sun from east to west on a daily basis, significantly 

increasing energy output. A respected leader in the wine 

industry, the Lohr family wanted their wineries to become more 

sustainable as well as to set an example for the energy intensive 

wine industry and the public. “Solar energy is a perfect fit for the 

California wine industry. We’re innovators and entrepreneurs and 

we’re committed to the land. The success of our wines depends 

on our environmental stewardship,” says Steve Lohr, Senior VP of 

Planning and Development for J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines.

The system is the largest solar energy installation of its kind in the 

North American wine industry.  It will offset most of the winery’s 

annual energy use with expected first year utility savings of 

$216,000 and will reduce CO2 emissions equivalent to planting 

512 acres of trees or not driving 96 million miles. Owning their 

own solar electric system makes them more energy independent 

with more predictable energy costs for decades to come. “There 

is enough variability in our industry—from rainfall and seasonal 

weather through the wine-making process to consumer 

preferences. Our investment in our own energy production 

reduces our risk in forecasting energy costs. It adds just a little 

measure of control.”

ur 2006 J. Lohr Tower Road
Vineyard Petite Sirah represents
the inaugural vintage of this

wine available for limited national 
distribution. This powerhouse Petite
Sirah was originally produced as an
exclusive bottling for our J. Lohr Wine

Centers in San Jose and Paso
Robles. An instant hit with 
visiting distributors (who often
requested it for their respective
markets), this wine quickly grew
in demand. Despite its name,
there’s nothing “petite” about
this sumptuous red. Built on 
a backbone of Petite Sirah, 
with its large berries and bold
flavors, it offers a voluptuous
expression of Paso Robles
winemaking.

Our Tower Road Vineyard
finds its home on our prized
Block 64, and is bounded
on the southern end by its
namesake road. Here in
Paso Robles, Petite Sirah
has the largest clusters 
and the greatest phenolic
content of any of the 
varieties we grow—a fact
illustrated in the wealth of
tannin and the rich purple

and magenta hues of the juice. In fact,
given Petite Sirah’s robust nature, 
our greatest challenge in most years 
is restraining extraction as opposed 
to maximizing it. 

The 2006 growing season produced
amazing Petite Sirah with jet-black
fruit and tremendous berry flavors.
Early morning hand-harvesting, 
manual pumpovers and 18 months

in a combination of French,
Hungarian and American oak
barrels were a few of the tech-
niques we used to underscore
the wine’s blackberry, black 
currant, rhubarb pie and 
chocolate flavors. An artfully
blended showcase for Petite
Sirah, this wine is sure to
delight those who enjoy big,
brooding reds.
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2006 J. Lohr Tower Road Vineyard
Petite Sirah.

Petite Sirah Shows True Colors in 
J. Lohr’s Tower Road Vineyard
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Petite Sirah grapes in early sun
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J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines Project Details

System Size & Performance

Project Size 756 kW

First Year Solar Electricity Generated 1,524,184 kWh

PV Modules 4,320 Conergy  S 175MU

Inverters 3 Xantrex GT250

Mounting System Ground-mount Single-axis tracker

Commissioned November 20, 2008

Environmental Benefits

Tons of CO2 Emissions Reduced over 25 years 29,887

Equivalent Miles Not Driven over 25 years 97,259,436

Equivalent Acres of Trees Planted 512


